PRESS RELEASE
Solar Frontier Builds Megasolar Using Wooden Mountings
Sustainable solar plant uses Japanese lumber
Tokyo－February 16, 2015－Solar Frontier has begun construction of a megasolar plant that uses
mountings made from lumber, an unusual occurrence in Japan. The plant is scheduled to begin
generating power in May 2015.
The project in the Yatsushiro region of Kumamoto Prefecture is being undertaken by SF Solar Power, a
company jointly founded by Solar Frontier and the Development Bank of Japan (DBJ). The plant will
leverage knowhow about wooden mountings from Xyence, the leaseholder and a specialist in wood
preservation technology. The wooden mountings, made of Japanese timber, will comprise about 20% of
all the mountings at the power plant facility.
High resistance to salt air damage and low thermal conductivity were important factors in choosing
wooden mountings for this project. These characteristics will result in less damage from salt air in
coastal areas and the effects of snow melting agents. The wooden mountings also offer better resistance
to the effects of heat under strong sun conditions. In addition, once the domestically sourced lumber
has been dismantled at the end of its life, it can be used to power woody biomass power plants, thereby
reducing the project’s environmental impact.
Quality, durability and safety have been assured by using mountings and coupling techniques specifically
designed for Solar Frontier’s thin-film CIS modules and through third-party performance evaluation tests
by the Center for Better Living.
By leveraging its CIS thin-film solar modules and construction techniques that result in high power
output in real operating conditions, Solar Frontier will continue to build sustainable and environmentally
friendly solar power plants such as this unique project.
Outline of SF Solar Power Yatsushiro Power Plant
Location:

Shinminatomachi, Yatsushiro City, Kumamoto Prefecture

Site area:

Approximately 19,000 m2

Capacity:

1,400 kW

Number of solar modules:

8,160
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Estimated annual power output:

1,631,000 kWh

Images of Installation

Frame built with Japanese lumber

CIS thin-film solar modules installed on frame built with Japanese lumber

About Solar Frontier
Solar Frontier K.K., a 100% subsidiary of Showa Shell Sekiyu K.K. (TYO:5002) (“Solar Frontier”), has a
mission to create the most economical, ecological solar energy solutions on Earth. Building on a legacy of
work in solar energy since the 1970s, Solar Frontier today develops and manufactures CIS (denoting copper,
indium, selenium) thin-film solar modules for customers in all sectors around the world. Solar Frontier’s
gigawatt-scale production facilities in Miyazaki, Japan, integrate compelling economical and ecological
advantages into every module: from lower energy requirements in manufacturing to the higher overall output
(kWh) of CIS in real operating conditions. Solar Frontier is headquartered in Tokyo, with offices in Europe, the
U.S.A., and the Middle East. Visit www.solar-frontier.com for more information.
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